Jazz Audition Guidelines for Westlake HS: 2026

Welcome to the Westlake HS 2026/2027 jazz auditions! We have designed a single-tiered
audition process that accommodates players of all skill levels while allowing advanced
musicians to showcase additional expertise. Please carefully review the guidelines below.

Instrumental tune suggestions and music provided is located on the last page of this packet.

Submit all auditions to this Google Form by 5:00pm on August 10, 2026.

Audition Requirements:

Woodwinds / Brass / Mallets

Tunes:
e Submit two contrasting jazz standards (ballad and swing, blues and straight 8th, etc.)
¢ Play melody and improvise 2 choruses (with a backing track is preferred)

Scales:
* 6 major scales (your choice), one to two octaves, ascending and descending. Play each
scale twice—
°© as quarter notes = 120-160
° as eighth notes (twice as fast) = 120-160
¢ Blues scales. Choose 4 different keys.
o Bass Clef Scale & Chord Arpeggio Examples
o Treble Clef Scale & Chord Arpeggio Examples

Chord arpeggios (tempo of your choice):

¢ 6 examples from the following arpeggios: one octave, ascending and descending. We
suggest examples in Bb, C, F or G but the choice is yours. Choose your own
comfortable tempo. Examples to choose from:

o Major triad

o Minor triad

°c Dom. 7th

o Minor 7th

o Diminished 7th

o Augmented 7th

° Major 7th

(See Bass/Treble Clef Scale & Chord Arpeggios Examples link above)


https://forms.gle/kAoFkheHHbRtm1sM6
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/j18264bwbrumahu2m4vw8/Musical-examples-bass-clef-2025.pdf?rlkey=j69za493949npyfmqa9legqfz&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/9udgn8fzz235884gzihpm/Musical-examples-treble-clef-2025.pdf?rlkey=5w8btjf93f7k95uqqsvzaiq6m&dl=0

Piano

Tunes:
e Submit two contrasting jazz standards (ballad and swing, blues and straight 8th, etc.)
¢ Play the melody, comp a chorus, and improvise two choruses

Scales:
* 6 major scales (your choice), 2 hands, 2 octaves, ascending and descending. Play each
scale twice one to two octaves, ascending and descending. Play each scale twice—
°© as quarter notes = 120-160
o as eighth notes (twice as fast) = 120-160
¢ 4 Harmonic minor scales, 2 keys, 2 hands, 2 octaves, ascending and descending, same
metronome markings as above.
¢ Blues scales in 4 keys, ascending and descending.
o Treble Clef Scale & Chord Arpeggio Examples

Chord arpeggios (tempo of your choice):

* 6 examples from the following arpeggios: one octave, ascending and descending. We
suggest examplesin Bb, C, F or G but the choice is yours. Choose your own
comfortable tempo. Examples to choose from:

° Major triad

o Minor triad

o Dom. 7th

o Minor 7th

o Diminished 7th

o Augmented 7th

o Major 7th (see Musical Examples)


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/9udgn8fzz235884gzihpm/Musical-examples-treble-clef-2025.pdf?rlkey=5w8btjf93f7k95uqqsvzaiq6m&dl=0

Bass

Tunes:
e Submit two contrasting jazz standards (ballad and swing, blues and straight 8th, etc.)
¢ Play the melody for one chorus, then walk a bassline (or play equivalent groove for tune of
choice) for one chorus, then improvise for two choruses.

Scales:
¢ Pick four Major Scales (F#, E, A, D, G, D, or C). Play ascending and descending as quarter
notes = 120-160 and as 8th notes (twice as fast) quarter note = 100-140
¢ Pick two Harmonic Minor scales (B, D, A, E). Play ascending and descending as
quarter notes = 120-160 and as 8th notes (twice as fast) quarter note = 100-140
Chord arpeggios (tempo of your choice)

Chord arpeggios (tempo of your choice):

6 examples from the following arpeggios: one octave, ascending and descending. We
suggest examplesin Bb, C, F or G but the choice is yours. Choose your own
comfortable tempo. Examples to choose from:

° Major triad

o Minor triad

o Dom. 7th

o Minor 7th

° Diminished 7th

o Augmented 7th

o Major 7th (see Musical Examples)



Guitar

Tunes
e Submit two contrasting jazz standards (ballad and swing, blues and straight 8th, etc.)
¢ Play the melody, comp a chorus, and improvise two choruses

Scales
* 6 major scales (your choice), 2 octaves, ascending and descending. Play each
scale twice one to two octaves, ascending and descending. Play each scale twice—
° as quarter notes = 120-160
o as eighth notes (twice as fast) = 120-160
¢ Blues scales in 4 keys, ascending and descending. Quarter note = 160-210
o Treble Clef Scale & Chord Arpeggio Examples

Chord arpeggios (tempo of your choice)

¢ 6 examples from the following arpeggios: one octave, ascending and descending. We
suggest examplesin Bb, C, F or G but the choice is yours. Choose your own
comfortable tempo. Examples to choose from:

° Major triad

o Minor triad

o Dom. 7th

o Minor 7th

° Diminished 7th

o Augmented 7th

o Major 7th (see Musical Examples)


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/9udgn8fzz235884gzihpm/Musical-examples-treble-clef-2025.pdf?rlkey=5w8btjf93f7k95uqqsvzaiq6m&dl=0

Drums

Rudiments:
¢ Play 4 bars of the following, metronome marking quarter note = 120-135

o Triplets (8th note triplets)
o Paradiddles (16th note paradiddles)
o Para-para-diddle
o Para-diddle-diddle
o Flams (8th notes w/flams)
o Double stroke rolls (open and closed), sustained for 4 bars
o Single stroke rolls (slow to fast. No metronome tempo needed)

Grooves:
¢ Swing at slow tempo, metronome marking a quarter note = 74 for 8 bars
¢ AABA song form, swing at medium tempo, metronome marking a quarter note =
120-135 for 32 bars
e Swing at faster tempo for 24 bars (2 choruses of blues) a quarter note = 210-240
¢ Basic bossa nova at medium tempo, metronome marking a quarter note =110-130
for 8 bars
¢ Play a funk, rock or hip-hop pattern for 16 bars

* For Studio Jazz Ensemble (H) placement
¢ Jazz waltz, metronome marking a quarter note = 140-180 b/m for 16 bars
¢ Play Samba or other faster “Latin groove” of your choice, a quarter note = 220-250
for 16 bars

Soloing:
¢ For 16 bars: Play (trade) fours with yourself at medium swing tempo, metronome
marking a quarter note = 120-160
¢ For 16 bars: Play fours with yourself, 8 bars with brushes, and then 8 bars with sticks
at faster swing tempo, metronome marking a quarter note = 160-200
e For 16 bars in 3/4 time: Play fours with yourself, 8 bars with brushes, and then 8 bars
with sticks at faster swing tempo, metronome marking a quarter note = 160-200

* For Studio Jazz Ensemble (H) placement
¢ Play solo of your choice, 1-2 minutes. Be creative, melodic, use sticks, hands, brushes,

etc.



Instrumental Tune suggestions (music provided):

BLUES:

o Blue Seven

o Billie’s Bounce
o Sandu

SWING:

°c All The Things You Are

o Beatrice

o There Will Never Be Another you

STRAIGHT 8th:

o Black Orpheus

° On Green Dolphin Street
o Invitation

BALLADS:

o In a Sentimental Mood
o Round Midnight

° Body and Soul

ALTERNATES:

o United (Wayne Shorter)
o Evidence

o | Got Rhythm



https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/01exhor0x4qoww33rqpkz/Blues-by-Five-and-Blue-Seven.pdf?rlkey=bg656qvqm7mpjsln3eewy54s5&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ty4x3236urtjjn7o7e7gp/Billie_s-Bounce.pdf?rlkey=g4ci2qp3qv750t8g9c46uh4d4&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/g0wwobsf594mfz09oa2nw/Sandu.pdf?rlkey=9ym852xuis9cqpgvig2e8uc9w&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/g5b74l9lukox39wxwb4bp/All-the-Things-You-Are-w-intro.pdf?rlkey=04csa7g8ozrc8t6591qe201lz&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/vgovrx0lo2juh5g7g1plr/Beatrice.pdf?rlkey=t40w0p0rx2jh5om4qyrt3d2m7&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/0xce2z7xnd1aiu2rpk3ae/There-Will-Never-Be-Another-You.pdf?rlkey=el18mb13cwq0tpbv10ul39jbz&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/yl4ohxjwhv488qzfe1nt3/Black-Orpheus.pdf?rlkey=j4px27mtlagkrawtwdtfd49lf&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/t4h6ugrhr2ua1j2uyyqxp/On-Green-Dolphin-Street-Key-of-C.pdf?rlkey=kn51pz7g8tgsfpav5l24xk6f5&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/dw6iydxkrkmbwt0rd0mfa/Invitation.pdf?rlkey=8d8vpnb4y0gm9nq7iad04hodk&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/12z8vuub317m62oqo0h74/In-a-Sentimental-Mood.pdf?rlkey=m6jtj7rso0w72jit5qyyjumtt&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/h08thhmz7c7c8v4bxvsjz/Round-Midnight-with-verse.pdf?rlkey=8bk22r688gl262swmf9d7pa5i&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/39odv75wh2w30il4msb4q/Body-Soul.pdf?rlkey=t1myo7eb6pn78yusk4i3vu9vw&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/itc87zq9piijasclz16f4/United.pdf?rlkey=wbj5d5u4h3xd8ciml4tqk50bx&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/c5qg0f4l3awz95agju21x/Evidence.pdf?rlkey=84s8zilsc0x5wt7p7o69hpqf7&dl=0
https://music.osu.edu/sites/default/files/2023-05/jazz_camp_audition_packet_2023.pdf

